The Superpowers and the Middle East
drive for penetration into the Middle East. The Soviet govern-
ment had already warned that it could not remain indifferent
to the formation of blocs and establishment of foreign military
bases on the territory of the Middle Eastern countries since they
have ua direct bearing on the security of the U.S.S.R."40 This
prompted the U.S. government to declare, with a view to reas-
suring the members of the newly formed Baghdad alliance, that
any threat to the territorial integrity or political independence of
the nations which had joined the Baghdad Pact would be viewed
by the United States with the utmost gravity.41
soviet penetration in the middle east
Confronted by a Pact which constituted a bulwark against her
expansion in the Middle East, the Soviet Union promptly took
measures to outflank the new alliance by strengthening its ties
with Afghanistan. Following a visit by Khrushchev aod Bulganin
to Kabul, the Soviet government on 18 December 1955 announ-
ced a loan of $100 million to Afghanistan. The Soviet-Afghan
rapprochement appeared to give the Soviet Union a foothold
there which served a two-fold purpose. In the first place, it en-
abled the Soviet Union to maintain the gap in the Baghdad Pact
chain of defence along the southern Soviet frontier; and, in the
second place, it afforded her with an opportunity to outflank Iran
(as well us Pakistan). At the same time an earnest effort was
naade by Russia to acquire a foothold in Egypt. It was believed
that if she succeeded in doing so, she would be able to outflank
the Baghdad Pact grouping of powers in the West as she did via
Afghanistan in the East She could thus hold the Middle East
in a pmoer grip that could constitute a direct threat to Western
defence of that area. Moscow realized that its task of penetrating
t&e Middle East could be served best by exploiting "Arab nation-
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